Fr Kevin's Annual Report 2011 (The Sermon for Easter 7, 5 June 2011)

In these days between the Ascension and Pentecost, like the apostles, the women and Mary, the mother of Jesus, in our first reading from Acts (1:6-14), we are waiting anew for the coming of God's Holy Spirit:  we wait and we pray for the Spirit to renew us and to re-equip us here for our mission in Walker.  This seems an appropriate time for us to reflect on where we are and where God is leading, not least as Fr Phil is coming to the end of his first year with us, and as the Local Ministry Group (or Local Ministry Development Team as it should now be called) meets on Tuesday with its mentor to review the work of the past two years.

There seem to be lots of things going on, and much for which to give thanks:

· Phil has brought new insights and enthusiasm, not least for our commitment to work with children and young people.  Messy Church is becoming a regular part of our life each month, and there are plans under discussion for renewing the mural on the car park wall, working with Kids Kabin and children from local schools

· a growing number of families bringing children for baptism; the Baptism group is doing good work, but could do with more volunteers

· the churches' tent at the Walker Park Festival was a great success, churches working together and with the YMCA and others to raise our profile in the wider community

· the Baptism & Confirmation at S Martin's three weeks ago was a great celebration; the 10 o'clock congregation is growing slowly but surely

· Schools' work continues apace, with clergy and lay governors, clergy visits & assemblies, schools' visits to church.  There are great opportunities ahead with the new primary school opening in 2012, and the new Sir Charles Parsons School and the new Walker Technology College

· Advent & Lent Groups and Gospel Gossip are well-supported, opportunities to talk together about our faith 

· the Churchyard Memorial Group is doing sterling work in tidying-up and maintaining the churchyard, and recording and mapping the memorials

· the church building is in reasonably good order, thanks to the hard work of Tom, Jim, Peter and the Churchwardens

· the Kitchen has been fully refurbished, thanks to Jennifer's efforts in fundraising, and Jim has repainted the main Hall.  We are exploring ideas for further improvements to the Hall, but already it is being used more often

· all of this is underpinned by our regular round of weekly and daily worship, the Eucharist and Morning & Evening Prayer

So, lots happening, signs of growth, much for which to be thankful.  But there are challenges too:

· Finance:  for the first time for many years Christ Church did not pay its parish share in full, our contribution to the life of the church in the diocese.  (We need to remember that in fact Christ Church is a net recipient of the parish share:  our contribution does not cover the costs of what we receive from the diocese.)  It costs roughly £ 800 per week to keep the show on the road, to pay our parish share, and to cover our running costs...  This is a large sum of money in difficult financial times. So I invite everyone to review their level of giving, and if at all possible increase it:  I have already increased my monthly standing order to the church.

· People-power:  there is a committed core of people who are involved with doing most of the work, and then a number of other helpers.  But folk get older, and we cannot always do what we used to do...  Some people are needing to slow down and do a bit less, so we need others to come forward...

· Brenda has been Treasurer for some 11 years, and on the PCC without a break for 25 years.  So, quite rightly, she has let it be known that she would like to step down as Treasurer soon.

· Tom, who preached movingly in his sermon last week on the commitment made in marriage-vows, has decided that he needs to step down from his many roles in church in order to look after things at home.  Tom does a great many things in a great many areas of the church's life, some of which we all know, some of which no-one knows...  So there is a great gap to fill, and together we shall have to look at all this.  Tom is on his holiday period, but this year will take a longer 'time-out', something of a sabbatical.  We look forward to seeing more of him again later in the year

· the Daily Office, which I've already mentioned:  one of the great strengths of our parish life is that Morning & Evening Prayer is said daily in church on behalf of the parish, the community and the wider world.  One or two folk join the clergy regularly on different days, making it clear that this is a ministry not just for clergy, but for the whole church.  It would be a real encouragement and strength if one or two more people could commit to this.  It should be part of our life which carries on whether the clergy are present or not.

As you leave Church this morning, you should receive a leaflet Sharing God's Love,  published by the Evangelism Task Group, encouraging us all, together and as individuals, to think about how we can share the Good News of the gospel with our families, friends and neighbours.  I hope you will take it away, think, pray and act upon it!  We could all do well to use each day this week our post-communion prayer:




Eternal God, giver of love and power,




your Son Jesus Christ has sent us into all the world




to preach the gospel of his kingdom:




confirm us in this mission,




and help us to live the good news we proclaim;




through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.





Visit to Simonburn and Wark


Sunday 7th August





Volunteer drivers permitting,


we hope to visit the church at Simonburn


and then have tea in a Tearoom,


followed by Evensong in the church at Wark.





Depart Walker c 2.30 pm, Evensong in Wark at 6.00 pm





Further details in due course











